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Attached for your information is a copy of Executive Order 12962, 
Recreational Fisheries. The order provides that Federal agencies 
improve U.S. aquatic resources for increased recreational fishing 
opportunities. The Order establishes a National Recreational 
Fisheries Coordination Council. DOT is a member of the Council. 
The Council is responsible for preparing a conservation plan, in 
cooperation with state and tribal agencies and the Sport Fishing and 
Boating Partnership Council. 

I have also attached a memo from Fish and Wildlife and National 
Marine Fisheries Services about the Council. We will be invited to 
name a representative to the Council in the near future (see draft 
letter from Secretary Babbitt). Please let me know if you would 
like to participate on a DOT work group to help meet our 
responsibilities under the executive order. I would also welcome a 
volunteer to serve as DOT's.representative. My telephone number is 
366-4861. . . 
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THE SEGHETARY OF THE INTERIOR 

WASHIN(3TON 

Honorable H-1 R. O’Lcaxy 
semury of ExKqy 
Wa&ingtan, D.C. ZO!XS 

On June 7, 1995, Prcsldcnt Clintm signed Excc~tivc Or& 12962, Rccmtional Fishcrics 
(enclosed). This Order establishes a National R.ecmtional l%hcrics Coordination Council thrt 
is co-chairrd by the rcprcmUivcs of the Sccntarks of the Intuiti and Commerct, and 
inchdcs dcsigmes from the Departmum of Agricuhurc, Eq%gy, Tramportatior~ Tkfmse, and 
lhe Envirolnnwntal PrOtECtion AgmCy. ARKWIg rhe rcquir#ncnts of the Ex#wtive Order is tbt 
the Coordination Coumil shall, within 12 maths of t& date of the Onkr, develop a 
comprehensive lQcxcational F&cry Resowus Commatim Plan. 

Wean=~tobeginwo~withyou~omecttbc~’rcammitrncntts~~l 
fsberics coamvation by ixnpleme tbc hcutivc Order. We invk you to appoti your 
representative to the ce council in order that tb Con6ervation Plan can be completed 
witbin the requhd tim&mc. Please notify &try Edwrrds, Aps3etant Dkctor - Fiahoiic for 
UE Fish and WiEdiifc Sexvie, at (202) 2084394 or Ricbud Schacfcr, Director - Fbhcrks 
Conservation for the Nadonal &lade Fisheries Se&x, at (301) 7134!XM as soon as pourWe 
of who will repssent your Dqmtment on tk Coordination Cumcil. 
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Title 3- 

The President .. 

Executive Order 12962 of June 7, 1995 

Recreational Fisheries 

By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and the 
laws of the United States of America, and in furtherance of the purposes 
of the Fish and Wildlife Act of 1956 (16 U.S.C. 742a-d, and e-j), the Fish 
and WildIife Coordination Act (16 U.S.C 661-666c), the National Environ- 
mental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.), and the Magnuson 
Fishery Conservation and Management Act (16 U.S.C. 1801-1882) and other 
pertinent statutes, and in order to conserve, restore, and enhance aquatic 
systems to provide for increased recreational fishing opportunities nation- 
wide, it is ordered as follows: 
Section 1. Fe&ml Agency Duties. Federal agencies shall, to he extent per- 
mitted by law and where practicable, and in cooperation with States and 
Tribes, improve the quantity, function, sustainable productivity, and distribu- 
tion of U.S. aquatic resources for increased recreational fishing opportunities,- 
by: (a) developing and encouraging partnerships between governments and 
the private sector to advance aquatic resource conservation and enhance 
recreational fishing opportunities; 

(b) identifying recreational. fishing opportunities that are limited by water 
quality and habitat degradation and promoting restoration to support viable, 
healthy, and, where feasible. sel&sust&dng recreational fisheries; 

(c) fostering sound aquatic ~rvatiorc and restoration endeavod- to bena 
fit recreational fisheries; ’ 

[d) providing access to a& promo&g awa&.resa of opportkities for 
public participation and. enjoyment of U.S. recreational fishery resourcq _ 

(e) supporting outreaoh programs desigaed to stimulate angler participation 
in the conservation and restoration of 4uatic systems: 

[f) impIeme~ting laws under their purvfew in a manner that will conserve, 
reatare, ..and ‘enhance aquatic eysteane~ that support recreational fisheries; 

MbsFh * 
etEzi 

cost-share programs, under existing authorities, that match 
hlIldswith me. 

*- (b) evakating the &acts ‘of Federally funded, permitted, ‘or authorized 
actions on aquatic systems and recreational fisheries and document those 
effects relative to the purpose of this order; and t 

(i) assisting private landowners to conserve and enhance aquatic resources 
on their lands- 
W. 2. National Recmtiond Fish&es Coordination Lbuncil. A National 
Recreational Fisheries Coordination Council (“Coordination Council”) is 
hereby established. The Coordination Council shall consist of seven members, 
one member designated by each of the following Secretaries-Interior. Com- 
merce, Agriculture, Energy, Transpottation, and Defens-nd one by the 
Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency. The Coordination 
Council shall: (a) ensure that the social and economic- values of healthy 
aquatic systems that support recreational fisheries are considered by Federal - 
agencies in the course of their actions: 

(b) reduce duphcative and cost-inefficient programs among Federal agen- 
cies involved in conserving or managing recreational fisheries: 

(c) share the latest resource information and management technologies 
to assist in the conservation and management of recreational fisheries: 
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(d) assess the implementation of the Conservation Plan required under 
section 3 of this order; and 

(e) develop a biennial report of accomplishments of the Conservation 
Plan. 

> The representatives designated by the Secretaries of Commerce and the 
Interior shall cochair the Coordination Council. 

, . 

t 
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Sec. 3. Recreational Fishery Resources Conservation Plan. (a) Within 12 
months of the date of this order, the Coordination Council, in cooperatipn 
with Federal agencies, States, and Tribes, and after consulting with the 
Federally chartered Sport Fishing and Boating Partnership Council, shall 
develop a comprehensive Recreational Fishery Resources Conservation Plan 
(“Consecration Plan”). - 

(b) The Conservation Plan will set forth a S-year agenda for Federal agencies 
identified by the Coordination Council. In so doing, the Conservation Plan 
will establish, to the extent permitted by law and where practicable; (I) 
.mea.surable objectives to conserve and restore aquatic systems that support 
viable and *healthy recreational fishery msources, (2) actions to be taken 
by the identified Federal agencies, (3) a metkiod of ensuring the accountability 
of such Federal agencies, and.&)4 comprehensive mechanism to evaluate 
achievements. The Conservation Plan will, to the extent practicable, be . 
-integrated with existing plans and .programs. reduce duplication, and will 

. include x%ommendecl actions f6r cooperation with States, Tribes, conseIya- 
tion groups, and the recreational fisheries community. 
Sec. 4. -Joint Policy for Atfministeting the Endangered S ies Act of 1973. 
All F&ml agencies will nggressipely work to identify an r minimize conflicts 

-between mckational fisheries -aad their respective responsibilities under 
the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (%SA”) (16 USC. 1531 et seq.). Within 
6 months of the date of this or&, the Fish and Wildlife Service and 
tie National Marine Fisheries Service will promote compatibility and reduce 
conflicts between the administration of the ES.4 and recreational fisheries 
by developing a joint agency policy that will; (I) ensure consistency .in 
the administration of the ESA between and within the two agencies, (2) 
promote collaboration with other Federal, State, and Tribal fisheries man- 
agers, and (3) improve end increase efforts to inform nonfederal entities 
of the requirements of the ESA 
Sec. 5. Spurt Fishing and Boclting Partnership Council. To ssist in the 
implementation of this order, the Secretary of the Interior shall expand 

’ 
the role of the Sport Fishing and Boating Partnership Council to: (a) monitor 
specific Federal activities affeding aquatic systems and the recreational fish- 
eries they support; . . 

(b) review and evaluate the relation of Federal policies and activities 
to the status and conditions of recreational fishery resources; and 

[c) 
for su ! 

repare an annual report of its activities, findings, and recommendations 
mission to the Coordination Council. 

Sec. 6. Judicial Review. This order is intended only to improve the internal 
management of the executive branch and it is not intended to create any 
right, benefit or trust responsibility, substantive or procedural, enforceable 
at law or equity by a party -against the United States, its agencies, its 
officers, or any other person. 

THE WHITE HOUSE, 
June 7, 1995. 
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